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                  Happy Birthday, Dr. Goodall  


                
                    Today is the 90th birthday of celebrated ethologist Jane Goodall, whose groundbreaking research of chimpanzees furthered our understanding of life on Earth. Born in London, Goodall left school at 18, gained passage to Africa, and began assisting Louis Leakey, a noted paleontologist who also mentored Dian Fossey and Biruté Galdikas, the world’s foremost experts on mountain gorillas and orangutans, respectively. The three women scientists became friends, dubbing themselves the “trimates.”
                

            


            

            
                

                
                    
                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            

                                            

                                            

                                            

                                           

                                            
                                                













































    
    
    
        [image: Jane Goodall inspires kids at Berkeley's Redwoods.]
    


                                            

                                            

                                            

                                            

                                            

                                            

                                            

                                             

                                            

                                            

                                            

                                            

                                            

                                            
                                                
                                            

                                            
                                        

                                    
                                    
                                    
                                
                            


                            
                                
				“Everybody Laughed at Me”: Jane Goodall’s Inspiring Story
                                Displayed by permission of The Regents of the University of California. All rights reserved.

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                
                            
                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            













































    
    
    
        [image: Jane Goodall. British ethologist Dr. Jane Goodall (b. 1934) with chimpanzee Freud at Gombe National Park in Tanzania. Goodall researches the chimpanzees of Gombe Stream National Park in Tanzania.]
    


                                        
                                    
                                
                            


                            
                                
				All About Chimpanzees, the Focus of Her Trailblazing Research
                                Michael Neugebauer/the Jane Goodall Institute

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                
                            
                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            













































    
    
    
        [image: Jane Goodall with a chimpanzee, c. 1965. Most likely photographed at her research station in Gombe Stream National Park, Tanzania, Africa.]
    


                                        
                                    
                                
                            


                            
                                
				Jane Goodall: A Life in Pictures
                                CSU Archives—Everett Collection/Alamy

                            

                        

                    

                
            

            

            
                
                    More “Trimates”

                    
                        
                            
                                
				How Dian Fossey Became the World’s Foremost Expert on Mountain Gorillas
                            

                        
                            
                                
				Biruté Galdikas: Studying Orangutans in the World’s Longest-Running Research
                            

                        
                    

                

            

            
                

                    
                    
                        

                            

                            
                                  Special Delivery  

                            
                            The Pony Express, a system of mail delivery by continuous horse-and-rider relays, began on this day in 1860. It only lasted 18 months, but the service and its most famous riders—including William (“Buffalo Bill”) Cody—captured the national imagination. Its sudden rise was due to the impending Civil War, when the urgency of news meant people couldn’t wait the 24 days it took wagons to deliver mail. And it ended in October 1861, once the transcontinental telegraph system was completed. That got us thinking about other obsolete communication devices, including the following.

                        

                    

                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
				Carrier pigeon
                                    Carrier pigeons were used to relay news starting in antiquity, conveying everything from Rome’s conquest of Gaul to Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo. And their heyday didn’t end there: carrier pigeons were used extensively for message carrying in WWI and WWII. Also known as “homing pigeons,” or Colomba livia, this bird possess a group of neurons that help them detect changes in the direction, intensity, and polarity of Earth’s magnetic fields, making them great navigators.

                                

                            
                            
                        
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
				Telegraph
                                    The electric telegraph was developed in the mid-19th century and for more than 100 years was the principal means of transmitting printed information. Public use started in 1844, and just four years later, the Associated Press was formed to pool telegraph expenses. Western Union became the dominant company and in 1861, it completed the first transcontinental telegraph line, connecting San Francisco to the Midwest and then on to the East Coast. The industry died down around WWII with advances in radio and telephone technology.

                                

                            
                            
                        
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
				Fax
                                    Those of us who are of a certain age remember them, and probably not fondly. Fax machines sent documents by wire or radio wave, and they were ubiquitous in offices across the world in the latter half of the 20th century. But by 2000, with mass adoption of the Internet gaining momentum, fax machines quickly marched toward obsolescence.
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												Satoshi Nakamoto
											
												The presumed pseudonym used by the person (or persons) who introduced the concept of cryptocurrency.

											

										

									

								

							
									
										
											













































    
    
    
        [image: During a total lunar eclipse, Earth blocks sunlight from reaching the Moon. Earth casts a shadow onto the Moon. The Moon can look reddish orange.]
    


										
											
												Upcoming Eclipses in 2024, 2025, and 2026
											
												A comprehensive list of all of the eclipses set to occur in the next few years.

											

										

									

								

							
									
										
											













































    
    
    
        [image: Publicity still from the 1985 film St. Elmo's fire featuring Emilio Estevez (Kirby Keger), Rob Lowe (Billy Hicks), Mare Winningham (Wendy Beamish), Demi Moore (Jules), Ally Sheedy (Leslie Hunter), Judd Nelson (Alec Newbary), and Andrew McCarthy (Kevin Dolenz).]
    


										
											
												The Brat Pack
											
												This group of actors often starred alongside one another in various coming-of-age films throughout the 1980s.

											

										

									

								

							
									
										
											













































    
    
    
        [image: Mother and Young Alaska Sea Otter, Sea otter, Enhydra lutris, Prince William Sound, Alaska, cold water, near glaciers, ice from a glacier. resting; floating; mother; pup; young otter; swimming; holding pup. At Suprise Glacier in Prince William Sound.]
    


										
											
												River otters vs. sea otters
											
												While river otters and sea otters may appear similar at first glance, the two exhibit many striking differences.
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        [image: Beautiful Image taken at Arches National Park in Utah]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Where in America is That?
				
					
						Crisscross the U.S. by placing these famous landmarks.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Parthenon, Acropolis, Athens, Greece.]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				From Athena to Zeus: Basics of Greek Mythology
				
					
						Do you know which hero took a dip in the River Styx? Or what mysteries lurk inside the Labyrinth?
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Dromedary camels (Camelus dromedarius). Animals, mammals.]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Ultimate Animals Quiz
				
					
						What is a rattlesnake’s rattle made of? What animals can go over 180 miles an hour?
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				Guess the Language! Quiz
				
					
						Can you recognize a language by its greeting?
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Publicity still with Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman from the motion picture film "Casablanca" (1942); directed by Michael Curtiz. (cinema, movies)]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Best Picture Movie Quote Quiz
				
					
						Take this quiz or you may regret it. Maybe not today, maybe not tomorrow, but soon, and for the rest of your life.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Martin Luther King, Jr. (left of centre) and Malcolm X (right) waiting for a press conference, 1964.]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				American Civil Rights Movement Quiz
				
					
						Test your knowledge of Americans’ tumultuous fight to end racial segregation and discrimination.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
						
							
						

					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Name that Thing - Tools, composite image: calipers, hammer claw, pestle, trowel]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Name That Thing: Tools
				
					
						A handy quiz to test your tool acumen.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Various retriever dog breeds sitting in a row. L-R: curly coated retriever, golden retriever, Labrador retriever, duck tolling retriever, flat coated retriever. hunting sporting dogs]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				The Dog Breed Quiz
				
					
						Find out which breed can outrun a cheetah, which breed was created by monks, and much more.
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				Baking and Baked Goods Quiz
				
					
						You may have a sweet tooth, but how much do you know about baking and baked goods? Test your knowledge with this quiz.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: (From left): First Ladies Barbara Bush, Nancy Reagan, Rosalynn Carter, Betty Ford, Pat Nixon, and Lady Bird Johnson at the Dedication of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, Simi Valley, California; November 4, 1991. (first lady)]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				First Ladies of the United States Quiz
				
					
						They have been hostesses, helpers, advisers, gatekeepers, guardians, confidantes, and sometimes formidable powers behind...
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		How do clouds float?
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		Understanding tornadoes, thunderstorms, and hurricanes
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		The Sun Was Eaten: How Cultures Have Explained Eclipses
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        [image: Three parasaurolophus stand on a rock beach. Pterasaurs fly over head and a small mammal watches the dinosaurs as they meander along the water's edge.]
    



			

		
	


	
		
		What Really Happened to the Dinosaurs?
		
	

	


























































	

	

		

		
			













































    
    
    
        [image: The LIGO Laboratory operates two detector sites, one near Hanford in eastern Washington, and another near Livingston, Louisiana. This photo shows the Hanford detector site.]
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        [image: Vandalized Art list. Combo of EB owned illustration (top) and parent Asset 182294. 4 of 11 The Rokeby Venus by Diego Velazquez was hit with a meat cleaver by Mary Richardson]
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        [image: Banksy Snorting Copper stenciled graffiti on Curtain Road, in Shoreditch, London taken circa 2005, before it was later vandalised and covered over.]
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							Compound Interest Calculator
								
									Compounding means getting returns on your previous returns plus your initial investment. Learn how to grow your
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