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                Faces of Modern American Poetry


                
                    For many people, the word “poetry” conjures images of quill pens and Shakespeare, or maybe a beret-clad beatnik. And while it’s true that poetry has a rich and colorful heritage, the art form is as diverse, experimental, and vital as any other medium today, thanks to wordsmiths including the following. This National Poetry Month, learn more about these writers, who impart new urgency to a classic form, and whose work is destined to represent our age in the classrooms and anthologies of the future.
                

            


            

            
                

                
                    
                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                                
                                                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            













































    
    
    
        [image: Vietnamese American poet, essayist, and novelist Ocean Vuong, 2018.]
    


                                        
                                    
                                
                            


                            
                                
				Ocean Vuong and 9 Other Must-Read Modern Poets
                                Paul Grover/Shutterstock.com

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                
                            
                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                                
                                                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            













































    
    
    
        [image: United States Poet Laureate Poet Laureate, Ada Limon in 2022]
    


                                        
                                    
                                
                            


                            
                                
				Ada Limón: A Poet Laureate, Thrice Over
                                Photo by Shawn Miller/Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                
                            
                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                                
                                                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            













































    
    
    
        [image: Poet Amanda Gorman reciting "The Hill We Climb" during the inauguration of President Joe Biden at the U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C., January 20, 2021.]
    


                                        
                                    
                                
                            


                            
                                
				Amanda Gorman: Gen Z’s Rising Star
                                Pat Benic—UPI/Shutterstock.com
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				Natalie Diaz: Native Language Activist, Pulitzer Prize Winner
                            

                        
                            
                                
				Saul Williams: King of Slam Poetry
                            

                        
                    

                

            

            
                

                    
                    
                        

                            

                            
                                  Curtain Falls on Curb  

                            
                            The finale of Curb Your Enthusiasm aired on Sunday, as fans bid farewell to the critically acclaimed comedy led by Larry David. Here’s a look at the show’s history.
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				Meta beginning
                                    The show chronicles a somewhat fictionalized version of Larry David’s life. The idea for Curb Your Enthusiasm came from a 1999 HBO special called Larry David: Curb Your Enthusiasm, which was made as a “mockumentary” about him doing a show for HBO. The special came out about a year after the series finale of Seinfeld, which David co-created.

                                

                            
                            
                        
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
				As themselves
                                    Richard Lewis and Ted Danson also played themselves and were among the core cast members, joining Jeff Garlin as David’s manager, Jeff Greene; J.B. Smoove as David’s buddy Leon Black; and Cheryl Hines as David’s wife, Cheryl. Guest stars included Mel Brooks, Ann Bancroft, Woody Harrelson, Alanis Morissette, Bryan Cranston, Lucy Lawless, and Ricky Gervais.

                                

                            
                            
                        
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
				Unscripted
                                    Curb Your Enthusiasm was unscripted, with actors given just outlines for the plots and improvising the dialogue. This sense of realism suited the show’s theme, which pokes fun at the everyday irritations of life, from David’s aversion to the stop and chat, to his view that toasts are meaningless.
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        [image: Viewed from space, the most striking feature of our planet is the water. In both liquid and frozen form, it covers 75% of the Earth's surface. It fills the sky with clouds. Water is practically everywhere on Earth, from inside the planet's rocky crust to inside the cells of the human body. This detailed, photo-like view of Earth is based largely on observations from MODIS, the Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer, on NASA's Terra satellite. It is one of many images of our watery world featured in a new story examining water in all of its forms and functions.]
    


										
											
												How old is Earth?
											
												The best estimate of Earth’s age so far is that it is close to 4.6 billion years old. But what does that mean exactly?

											

										

									

								

							
									
										
											













































    
    
    
        [image: Hippies singing during the Summer of Love in Haight Ashbury, San Francisco, California, 1967.]
    


										
											
												The Summer of Love
											
												Basking under San Francisco’s sun, a kaleidoscope of youths thrummed with sex, drugs, and rock and roll.

											

										

									

								

							
									
										
											













































    
    
    
        [image: United States Poet Laureate Poet Laureate, Ada Limon in 2022]
    


										
											
												10 must-read modern poets
											
												Great poets aren’t a thing of the past. The scribes listed here are among today’s best English-language poets.

											

										

									

								

							
									
										
											













































    
    
    
        [image: Tetragrammaton Pentagram from the 1910 American edition of "Transcendental Magic, Its Doctrine and Ritual" by the French occultist Levi Eliphas.  religion occult]
    


										
											
												Occult
											
												Religious traditions that include a belief in unseen forces or that behave in a secretive manner.

											

										

									

								

							

				

			


			
				Trending Quizzes

				See All Quizzes

				









































    























































    
        
      





















































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
						
							
						

					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Beautiful Image taken at Arches National Park in Utah]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Where in America is That?
				
					
						Crisscross the U.S. by placing these famous landmarks.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Parthenon, Acropolis, Athens, Greece.]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				From Athena to Zeus: Basics of Greek Mythology
				
					
						Do you know which hero took a dip in the River Styx? Or what mysteries lurk inside the Labyrinth?
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Dromedary camels (Camelus dromedarius). Animals, mammals.]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Ultimate Animals Quiz
				
					
						What is a rattlesnake’s rattle made of? What animals can go over 180 miles an hour?
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				Guess the Language! Quiz
				
					
						Can you recognize a language by its greeting?
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Publicity still with Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman from the motion picture film "Casablanca" (1942); directed by Michael Curtiz. (cinema, movies)]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Best Picture Movie Quote Quiz
				
					
						Take this quiz or you may regret it. Maybe not today, maybe not tomorrow, but soon, and for the rest of your life.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Martin Luther King, Jr. (left of centre) and Malcolm X (right) waiting for a press conference, 1964.]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				American Civil Rights Movement Quiz
				
					
						Test your knowledge of Americans’ tumultuous fight to end racial segregation and discrimination.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
						
							
						

					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Name that Thing - Tools, composite image: calipers, hammer claw, pestle, trowel]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Name That Thing: Tools
				
					
						A handy quiz to test your tool acumen.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Various retriever dog breeds sitting in a row. L-R: curly coated retriever, golden retriever, Labrador retriever, duck tolling retriever, flat coated retriever. hunting sporting dogs]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				The Dog Breed Quiz
				
					
						Find out which breed can outrun a cheetah, which breed was created by monks, and much more.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: Slices of lemon pie topped with meringue.]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				Baking and Baked Goods Quiz
				
					
						You may have a sweet tooth, but how much do you know about baking and baked goods? Test your knowledge with this quiz.
					

				

				

				
			

		


		

		

	

























































	

		

		

			

			

			

			
				
					
					
						













































    
    
    
        [image: (From left): First Ladies Barbara Bush, Nancy Reagan, Rosalynn Carter, Betty Ford, Pat Nixon, and Lady Bird Johnson at the Dedication of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, Simi Valley, California; November 4, 1991. (first lady)]
    


					
				

			

		

		
			
				

				First Ladies of the United States Quiz
				
					
						They have been hostesses, helpers, advisers, gatekeepers, guardians, confidantes, and sometimes formidable powers behind...
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		What is the path of the 2024 total solar eclipse?
		
	

	

	

		

		
			













































    
    
    
        [image: What is the path of the 2024 total solar eclipse?]
    



			
				
					
				

			

		
	


	



            
	
                
                
                
                























































	
		
		Watch: A total solar eclipse
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		Time-lapse: A total lunar eclipse
		
	

	

	

		

		
			













































    
    
    
        [image: Time-lapse: A total lunar eclipse]
    



			
				
					
				

			

		
	


	



            
	
                
                
                
                























































	
		
		How light pollution affects humans
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		How to watch a solar eclipse
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        [image: Periodical Cicada, Adult, Magicicada spp. Requires 17 years to complete development. Nymph splits its skin, and transforms into an adult. Feeds on sap of tree roots. Northern Illinois Brood. This brood is the largest emergence of cicadas anywhere]
    



			

		
	


	
		
		Why Do Some Cicadas Appear Only Every 17 Years?
		
	

	


























































	

	

		

		
			













































    
    
    
        [image: The LIGO Laboratory operates two detector sites, one near Hanford in eastern Washington, and another near Livingston, Louisiana. This photo shows the Hanford detector site.]
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        [image: Entrants falling and tumbling over while chasing the cheese at the 2016 'Cheese Rolling' held at Cooper's Hill, in the Cotswolds, Brockworth England]
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									Compounding means getting returns on your previous returns plus your initial investment. Learn how to grow your
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									Estimate your monthly mortgage payments with our free mortgage calculator. Account for interest rates, compound
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